NRB PREDICTION IN UNGAUGED BASINS (PUB) TASK FORCE:  STATUS REPORT
This task force was initiated in 2003 in Greenland after a suggestion from John Pomeroy that NRB should be responsible for a PUB program in the polar regions.  After the 15th NRB meeting in Sweden in 2005, defining the task force membership took some time.  The original slate of members includes Chris Spence (Canada), Daqing Yang (United States of America), Stein Beldring (Norway), and Bertel Vehvilainen (Finland).  Yuri Salo from Russia was included after the 16th NRB meeting.  The focus of the task force is uncertainty in precipitation estimates in polar regions.  This focus contributes to the PUB initiative because there remains no PUB working group addressing the precipitation component of the water budget in ungauged basins.  It also addresses problems specific to polar regions for the benefit of all NRB member countries.  The workplan after the 16th NRB included developing a project methodology, implementation plans, and reporting and outreach activities.  The chair of the task force (Chris Spence – Canada) has not made any progress on this workplan for a few reasons.  First, there has been a lack of resources to bring the task force members together.  Second, and this is independent of the NRB, the IAHS PUB initiative has been languishing without direction since 2007.    Part of the reason the NRB was encouraged to become involved in PUB was to improve the relevance of the NRB.  Strengthening ties with PUB may not be the vehicle it once was. That said, improving precipitation estimates remains critically important to NRB member countries.  As such, a session at the 17th NRB has been organized to highlight the subject.  This session may lead to more discussion and research of precipitation in polar regions among NRB member countries.  
